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memorandum for the president 

FR OM: 


S FILE 


JAMES KEOGH 


SUBJECT: 


Cabinet Meeting, October 7, 1970 


The purpose of this Cabinet Meeting was to hear fro™ the Presi 

P lew of the speech he was to give that evening on national 
television. Topic of the speech: a new proposal for 
east Asia. 


peace in South- 


As the President arrived in the Cabinet Room, he noted that the 
Vice President, who had been getting considerable attention in the 
media on his campaign speeches around the country, was not present. 
"There's an empty chair there, " he said, with a smile. "I wonder 
what he's doing. " This brought a round of laughter. 

After press photographers came in for a picture of the meeting, 
the President outlined the proposal he would present that evening. 

He listed five key points: ( 1 , a standstill cease-fire: ( 2 ) an 

all Indochina peace conference: (3) mutual total withdrawal of all 

troops; (4) a political settlement based on "the relative strength of 

the existing politics! forces in South Vietnam"; and (5) immediate 
mutual release of all prisoners on both sides. 
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The President observed that the 4th point contained ?, a subtlety 
that will be seen only by the sophisticates. It means that the Viet 
Cong would have the opportunity to participate in the political process." 
While it was difficult to predict what the other side’s reaction would be, 
the President said, one could expect --on their track record -- that 
they would reject it. But rejection might not necessarily mean 
rejection. 

"This is a serious proposal,” the President said. ”It goes very 
far -- frankly as far as we can go. ” He pointed out that the proposal 
was made from a strong position in that Vietnamization was succeed- 
ing and the Cambodia operation had been so successful. A year 
earlier, he added, the military commanders would have opposed a 
standstill cease-fire and he would have opposed it. Now, he said, it 
was possible to offer this step because the South Vietnamese can handle 
much more of their own defense. If this initiative for a political settle- 
ment did not work, the President said, "we are ready to go the longer 
road. We will continue our withdrawals. We will be out of Vietnam. ” 

Asserting that it was important to have national support for his 
proposal, the President urged all Cabinet Members to take a strong 
positive position about it in their speeches and public statements. 

An important positive factor about Vietnam -- aside from the 
new proposal -- was the low casualty rate. "While one is too many, 11 
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the President said, weekly casualties had been reduced dramatically: 
281, two years earlier; 181, a year earlier; this week, 38. 

When the President asked Secretary of State Rogers to comment, 
Rogers pointed out that the State Department had made a major effort 
to get support for the President's plan from all countries except the 
Eastern bloc. He said the reception had been highly favorable and 
that U Thant, Secretary General of the United Nations, might make a 
statement urging the other side to consider the proposal. 

Said the President quickly: "Don't bank on that. " 

The President commented at this point that "the only thing this 
proposal does not do that the other side has asked for is throw out the 
existing government of South Vietnam. 11 

Secretary of Defense Laird, when asked for his comment, 
emphasized that it was possible for the President to make the proposal 
at this time because of the strong military position in South Vietnam. 
Laird also pointed out that the military commanders had opposed the 
cease-fire a year earlier but "this is the time for us to move. " 

General Westmoreland, Army Chief of Staff and former com- 
mander in Vietnam, said that he would not have wanted to accept a 
cease-fire as recently as six months earlier, but "now a cease-fire 
is an acceptable risk. " 


* 


0 



i 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority 

n.AxSh m a o a n->ln p/e* 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCH 



- 4 - 


The President said that while all could be confident that the 
Vietnam war is being brought to an end, he felt there was another 
problem in South Vietnam that should be kept very much ilTmlnd. 

This, he said, was the problem of the economy -- particularly infla- 
tion and corruption. "We are very aware of this terribly difficult 
situation and are examining it, " he said. He pointed out that George 
Shultz, Director of the Office of Management and Budget, had 

recently visited Vietnam to study the economic situation there, and 
asked Shultz for comment. 

Shultz said that as expected he found "staggering problems, M 

but that he felt there were some good men in the government struggling 

with these problems and that the situation was not necessarily hopeless. 

One of the very basic troubles, Shultz said, is that the economy is so 

diverse that such very basic questions as to how to levy taxes are very 
difficult to answer. 


At this point, the President asked his Advisor for National 
Affairs, Henry Kissinger, to give the meeting a brief appraisal of the 
European trip which the President had just completed. "You haven't 
had a chance to talk here yet, " he said to Kissinger, and turning to 
the Cabinet, he added, "He doesn't know he is going to be called on 
so he will be short. " This brought from Kissinger the comment, 

"You're being excessively optimistic, Mr. President." However, 
Kissinger was brief. 




- * » 

% 

..V 

/ 

, * 


DECLASSIFIED 


Authority 

t MAO A n-jfrt p/e* 


-5- 


Commenting on various aspects of the trip, the President 
remarked that the new British Prime Minister, Edward Heath, would 
be coming to the United States for a visit after Christmas. He sug- 
gested to all the Cabinet Members that they visit Spain when they 
had an opportunity, remarking that he was tremendously impressed 
by the able, effective young people in the Spanish government. They 
can be expected to handle very well the Spanish transition after 
General Franco steps down, he said. The President offered his own 
estimate that "Spain in the next 30 years will move into the first 
ranks in Europe, n 

The President also suggested that the Cabinet Members visit 
Yugoslavia, one of the other countries on his itinerary. He said 
that there also he found in a country led by an old man a group of 
very able young men in the upper levels of the government. 

Turning to a more general theme, the President remarked to 
the Cabinet that "We have been through some difficult times since 
we came here. M But he added that he was not pessimistic about the 
international situation. He said he found on his European trip that 
"other countries want the U. S. to play a role in the world. " While 
there is often shouting against the U. S. , he said, the attitude 
becomes quite different when a suggestion is made seriously that the 
U. S. should "go home. " Then, he said, the attitude becomes "Oh t 
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no, don't go. " He remarked that President Marcos of the Philippines 
had told him earlier that while it was politically popular to say that 

• -m m ‘ # 

the United States must go, it was also quite necessary to say pri- 
vately, "I hope that you don’t, n 

"We are the most powerful nation in the world, " the President 
said. "But no nation in the world fears the United States. This is 
the greatest asset we have in diplomacy. " The U. S, , the President 
went on, is "the only nation in history that hasn’t used its power to 
acquire more power. This country can be proud of its role in the 
world and we should stand up and say so. " 

As the President reached this point in his remarks, Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development, George Romney, said he felt 
that everyone in the room "thanks God that you, Mr. President, are 
at the head of this country's government at this time and are handling 
our role in the world with such great skill. " 

The President said he believed that "it may take 40 years for it 
to be written but it is the truth that America never worked for a better 
cause than it has in Vietnam. If we can bring the war to a close, if 
we can give South Vietnam a chance, this will be an achievement of 
which we can be extremely proud. I am sorry that a Republican Mayor 
said that our best young men went to Canada to avoid serving in the 
Armed Forces. I say our best young men went to Vietnam. " 
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As the President left the room, the Cabinet gave him a stand- 
ing ovation. 
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